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don Paolo               pier

‘Father Lombardi, I’ve won!’

‘And what have you won, Pier Giorgio, that makes you so happy?’

‘I can receive communion every day.’
- To diocesan and parish communities,

- To chaplaincies to young people,

- To Youth Ministries, Seminaries, Religious Institutes, Confraternities
- To all lay communities

- To all associations, schools, and groups named after Pier Giorgio Frassati,
- To all “Shady Characters”,

        - To all Friends of Pier Giorgio.

Dear Friends,

The 6th of April, the birthday of Pier Giorgio, is approaching; as we do every year, we want to spend that day with him and together to prepare a gift for him, united in spirit although spread throughout the world.   

This year, on the invitation of Pope John Paul II, the Church is paying special attention to the Eucharist, as the source of all power that leads to good. ‘Can we not make this Year of the Eucharist an occasion for diocesan and parish communities to commit themselves in a particular way to responding with fraternal solicitude to one of the many forms of poverty present in our world?’ (Mane nobiscum Domine, 28)

Pier Giorgio understood the link between the Eucharist and Charity in a very intense way: when a friend asked him how he could visit places that stank because of destitution and sickness, he replied, ‘Jesus visits me every morning in Holy Communion; I repay Him in my very small way by visiting the poor.’
We know how happy Pier Giorgio was when he was able to drag his friends to meet Jesus, whether in the Eucharist or in the poor. Welcoming Holy Father’s invitation and taking inspiration from Pier Giorgio’s own response, this 6 April we suggest celebrating him both in the Eucharist, and with the underprivileged: firstly by fervent participation in the Mass and the reception of Communion, after celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation if necessary; secondly, on the same day or at least within a week, with some act of charity in communion with Pier Giorgio, by which we encounter the poor whom he left as his legacy. For even as he was dying his last thoughts were for them: ‘The injections are for Converso; the pawn ticket belongs to Sappa. I’ve forgotten it… renew it on my behalf.’
As soon as possible, we ask you to let us know about the participation of your group and the charitable initiative that you intend to undertake by sending an e-mail to info@piergiorgiofrassati.org. As usual, all the participating groups will be listed on the site of the Association (www.piergiorgiofrassati.org), where it is also possible to download some testimonies on the charity of Pier Giorgio.

We also suggest giving up something on that day in order to collect funds to help those young people who would otherwise not be able to take part in the next World Youth Day 2005, in Cologne. It could be someone from your local parish, or you can give this extraordinary opportunity to two boys from Brazil, great promoters of Pier Giorgio’s example. Pier Giorgio spent ‘the most beautiful days of my life’ in Germany, and after the First World War he would help the poor there: ‘Take this money for the poor children of Berlin: it’s not much, but it’s better than nothing.’ He will certainly be happy if, thanks to his friends, other young people can share this great experience of faith and joy with their contemporaries and with the Holy Father!

Looking forward to us all meeting in prayer and charity on 6 April, we leave you with words of Pier Giorgio: ‘With all the strength of my soul I urge you young people to approach the Communion table as often as you can. Feed on this bread of the angels.’
With best wishes for the Year of the Eucharist, and for Pier Giorgio’s birthday,
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            don Paolo Giulietti                                                   Wanda Gawronska

      Responsabile del SNPG                                                                                 Associazione Pier Giorgio Frassati

Rome, 21 February 2005

Please indicate your participation by contacting:

Associazione Pier Giorgio Frassati

Via Anicia, 12 - 00153 Roma - Italy  -  Tel. +39 (06) 5895954  -  Fax +39 (06) 5816275 

 E-mail info@piergiorgiofrassati.org  -  www.piergiorgiofrassati.org
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