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                                  “Verso l’alto”

A ROSARY WITH BLESSED PIER GIORGIO FRASSATI

              “I’m going up to Oropa and I’ll pray for you

 at the feet of the Black Madonna, even though  my prayers

 are only worth a little bit, and then . . I’ll send you a token of remembrance

 which should hopefully always bind us  a bond

 that is not material: a rosary made with seeds from the garden.”

 (from a letter to Marco Beltramo, 22 October 1924)

To all the associations, schools, and groups

named for Pier Giorgio Frassati,

to Rosary confraternities,

to all friends of Pier Giorgio,

and to the Reverend Rectors of the Marian Shrines 

Dear Friends,

     The 6th of April is approaching, the 102nd birthday of Pier Giorgio, and as is now customary every year we would not want this date to pass without preparing a gift which we can give him together; for this reason we would like you to take part in a proposal that is both simple and significant.

     We have been inspired by the Holy Father, who has declared this year, the 25th of his pontificate, to be the Year of the Rosary the prayer of young people, the prayer of families, and the prayer for peace. 
We all know that the Rosary was loved and shared with others by Pier Giorgio.  When he was 17 years old he felt the need to enroll himself in the Confraternity of the Rosary in Pollone.

      The invitation which we are extending to you is this:  Sunday, 6th April of this year, let us unite together , possibly at the same time (between 3:00 and 8:00 p.m.), in a bond which is not material with Pier Giorgio, reciting the Luminous Mysteries.   The Shrine of Our Lady of the Rosary of Pompeii, as well as the two shrines of the Black Madonna in Oropa and the Consolata in Turin which were so frequently visited by Pier Giorgio, are giving special attention to our project. All of the principal Marian shrines of Italy have been invited to participate.  
       We think that we couldn’t make him a more beautiful gift!  In this very significant year, we can only imagine how enthusiastic Pier Giorgio would be to give to his friends so many Rosaries, made with seeds from his own garden,  in order to  make come true, a dream which he incessantly asked his friends to make happen – a pact which knows no earthly boundaries nor limit of time: union in prayer.  (from a letter to Isidoro Bonini, 15 January 1925).  

      For his 100th birthday we promoted the “100 Candles” project on our website.  For this birthday we want to put together a rosary of 200 beads, each bead corresponding to the Marian shrines, youth groups, associations and Church communities in various parts of the world, all of which will commit themselves to saying the Rosary together with Pier Giorgio. On our website www.piergiorgiofrassati.org and also on the Italian Youth Ministry website www.giovani.org , you will be   able   to  see  the  Rosary with  the first 200 participating groups.  We hope to be able to count on your participation, and to make such a real and appropriate “mountain-climber’s rope of prayer” happen!  In this way we will make ever more luminous the smile which lights up Pier Giorgio’s face as he looks down upon us from Paradise.  

     And wherever there is such a rope for climbing toward the top, Pier Giorgio is always ready to give a hand.  We ask him that we might have the same enthusiasm for this prayer of the Rosary that he had – he who always carried a Rosary in his pocket.  A friend who saw him leave a church, with his Rosary still in his hand, teased him, “Pier Giorgio, have you become a religious bigot?”  Pier Giorgio replied with disarming simplicity, “No,I am still a Christian!”

      A simple guide prepared for the occasion, will help us to pray together with the same words and with one heart.  The text of this guide will be sent to all those who  respond to this invitation and after the 10th of March can be downloaded from our websites. We ask you to let  us know about  your  participation  as  soon  as  possible.  


     Again, this Year of the Rosary is also the 25th year of the pontificate of John Paul II.   When he was a young man he was  “ impressed by the strength of Pier Giorgio’s witness.”  We also know the love which Pier  Giorgio had for the person of the Popes  of his time.   When John Paul  II went  to Pollone in 1989 “to  render  homage  to a young  man  who  knew how   to give witness to Christ with a singular effectiveness”, he was greeted by a large banner bearing these words of Pier Giorgio, written in 1924 to his friend Mario Bergonzi:  “I would like to be in your              place, seeing  the  Holy   Father every so often.  You know how much  I love the Pope;  I would like to do whatever I could for him.  But, unable to do that, I pray every day that Jesus will  give him    many consolations and blessings.”

     Let this also be our intention in our recitation of the “Rosary with Pier Giorgio” – many consolations and blessings for the Holy Father, the gift of our “prayer-rope”, held by Pier Giorgio on his birthday in this 25th year of the pontificate of John Paul II, which  with the names of all  the participants  will  be presented to the Pope , who is loved so much also by us all.  
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Please confirm your participation to: 

Associazione Pier Giorgio Frassati

Via Anicia 12,  00153 Roma,  Tel : 39 06 5895954  -  Fax:39 06 5816275 

 Email: info@piergiorgiofrassati.org    www.piergiorgiofrassati.org
